WHAT IS GOD - PART 4

1 My name is John Clayton. I am a high school science teacher in South Bend, Indiana in
" the United States. :05

A4 F I L0 ORI, AR R E ENP R4 South Bend i R HT .

2 This is our fourth session dealing with how we can know there is a god and how we can
know the Bible is God's word. :06

ERBENKTFE2MEFT N LHURE25E (EL) B EFIERHBTLRS.

3 In our first couple of programs we have seen that the evidence of the cosmos proves
God exists. :05.5

FEBANMIAE T HE, RICLERFHRIERIES LHFOFE.

4 If you haven't been able to be with us, we hope you'll take the advantage of going back
and looking at those earlier programs. :06

WRIREHEBEIFHNTE, BRINFERFLEERENTH.

5 What we want to talk about in this program is: What is God? :03
ERXRTHEE, RITBROE: F2a2LE%?

6 Where did God come from? :01

b7 A4 H T R ?

7 What is the basic relationship that we have to God? :03.5

BAVN LR REARRRMA A2

8 And this is such a vital discussion. :02

XRBREREMITIR.

9 I have never known an atheist who knew what is meant by the word, "God." :06
BMAAFEMATHRE mE “ B MR

10 That may sound strange when you realize that I was an atheist for many years. :03
HIRMER G Z ML ERBRLHLER, ATaH RFE,

11 Throughout my adult experience I have worked with many, many people who did not
believe in God. :05

BERZFNET, BIEHERNFSHEANE L.



12 But I have never known an atheist who knew what is meant by the word, "God." :04
ERMARBEE]— TR HEE “ E¥” B8 L.

13 When I say God, to you, what are you thinking about? :04

HEWRE L, HERHA?

14 What do you visualize or do you visualize anything? :02.5

PREESEI 4?7 BB RER BT A KTG?

15 Is this picture what you think God is? :02.5

XL R R A ?

16 Many of us have been indoctrinated with this concept of God. :03.5

BATHZ N CSBER T XA L F RS,

17 This concept of God is not only illogical, but it is completely opposed to everything
the Bible teaches. :06

RN EWHES, MEREGEE, MAE (X2) HSHEm.
18 Incidentally, this picture came from children's literature.
Py —f), XEARBJLELE.

19 So many of us were indoctrinated at a very early age with a wrong concept of
God. :06

BATK—LN, 1REARHMRB R T 48R0 _EF S,

20 We see this same erroneous concept in scientific literature. :03
EAMTABLIE & B E B RIRE R RS

21 Numerous science magazines have a human concept of God. :03
TR BRI FREMR — N AR RS,

22 And we ask questions that demonstrate we don't know what God is. :()3
BATH R AGIESE , BATRE0IE L7 RA4

23 Questions like, "What race is God?" :02.5

@S “ bR ARS? 7

24 Questions like, 'What sex is God?" :02

FIAE: “ EwmEAatEH? 7



25 Questions like, "How can God hear my prayer and the person on the other side of the
world at the same time?" :06

Pe i) B« bR IS4 RERS FE U BT S B IR, 1R B0 SR 6 53— B A BORT RS2 7
26 I want to tell you a story in this discussion today. :02.5

SREFET, REEFRINSEE.

27 The story was written by a man by the name of Edwin Abbott in the last century. :04
EAHE R LML —AAY Edwin Abbott B,

28 And this is a copy of the book as it is available today in English. :03.5
RRBAFHERG, HEMNIGESRELTHMN.

29 Flatland is a story of a man who lives in a two dimensional world. :06

R —MEER A R AR,

30 A world like this sheet of paper.- : 02

—MHt FZOX TR

31 It has a length and it has a width. :03

EAKME.

32 In the surface of the paper, at least, it has no thickness. :03.5

FEHRmLE, ZPOREFEEER.

33 1, on the other hand, am a three dimensional being. :03

HITH, BRE-NZHTEE,

34 I have length and I have width and I have considerable thickness. :04

BEK. BHE,

35 It is the thickness dimension that separates me from Flatland. :04

B ERX— RN FEX A IFE.

36 You cannot get me, a three dimensional being, into a two dimensional paper. "06
AR, —MELRAHEN—DZERE.

37 You cannot get me in the paper. :02

RABEIEIRIBNTRLRE

38 You can draw a front view of me. We call that a portrait. :0J



YRT DA — R A ATTEIAE, BRATY 44,

39 But that's not the whole me. :02

EHRANETEIIRK.

40 You can draw a side view of me. We call that a profile. :05
PRAT A3 — 4 AR . BT M

41 The man in Flatland is shown, as you see in this picture, as a profile. :05.5
RAFEEMAN, ZREBINEANEA, 2—/MUE.

42 but a profile is not the whole me: It's just one view of me. :03.5
EAMEHEARTENR. ERERHN—AHFE.

43 You can draw a back view of me. :02

TRATEAB RN EH .

44 You can draw a top view of me. :02

PR A 1 TS o

45 Which in my case is three concentric circles. :02.5
ERMELE, R=4.

46 But that's not the whole me. :01

EMARTERIR.

47 Now, in this story of Flatland, the man who lives in Flatland is visited one day by a
sphere. :06

WEERNMFHRFEER, —R—ABRETHEEFEEMA.
48 A sphere is a ball. :01
sphere & —/ 8K,

49 As you can see in this picture it has three dimensions just like I do. It has length and it
has width and it has thickness. :07.5

MRRAEXR A BELN—F, CREZHKN, MER—H. THEES.
50 In the story of Flatland, :01.5
FEFERSEE,

51 The man who lives in Flatland is visited one day by a sphere. :03.5



—R, MAMEFEFHEHEBERANERST —1 K,

52 And it just so happens that the sphere crosses Flatland right in the living room of the
hero of the story. :08.5

VAR P, AR AR ET .

53 Now what happens in Flatland? :01..5

B, FEERETHA?

54 Well, what happens in Flatland is that a dot appears on his floor out of nothing. :06
BT, RAEEFHBENEEMKEEROMBR EHRT — P E .

55 Now it that doesn't make sense to you, think about it for just a moment. :03
MR EERAFE, H—RE.

56 If you take a tennis ball and you dip it in paint and you touch it to a sheet of paper,
what happens where the ball touches the paper? :07

MBHE—ANAPER, BANMERE—T, RERE—KE L. REXEHTTHA?
57 You get a spot, don't you? :01

RBEIT —ANE R, XTIg?

58 But realize something, a dot in Flatland is matter. :03.5

BENRE —EHE, N RETFHEREAR.

59 This man is made of a series of dots. That's what a line is. :05

BB HT —EBH R XHELK.

60 So what has happened is that the material of which the man is made has come into
existence out of nothing. :06.5

o RAERFE R = ERNTEIR IR
61 A miracle has occurred! :02

—ANEFEFET

62 And as the man watches in amazement, :01.5
WA HE F,

63 The dot becomes a circle. :03
MR A B

64 Now if that doesn't make sense to you, just think about it for a moment. :03



WMRIREAERAE, 16 R R4

65 If you take a tennis ball and cut a slice out of it, what happens where you cut the
ball? :06

MRIFE—NMERER, VIE—F, BEERDERMITRETH42
66 you get a circle, don’t you? 5

B TARE, Wg?

67 Perhaps this picture helps. :01

RN RS LABTHE Bl

68 And what happens is that as the sphere sinks deeper and deeper into Flatland, :04
LIRS, BaREFA?

69 The circle gets larger and larger, :02

R [ P R A K

70 Until it's about to push the man right out of his own living room. :03
HIEILEMAAELBZET

71 He gets over to the door ready to run out at the room, :03

fib2F Tk

72 But just as he reaches the door, the sphere reaches its equator and passes its
equator. :05

AT LB ENXTR IR, AERBEFEME, BidRiE.
73 So what happens to the size of the circle? :02
MEBKRTRAETHA?

74 It becomes smaller as the sphere goes on through Flatland. :05
BERB/MER, BMBEBRENFE .

75 This is another violation of the laws of science. :02.5
XRA—ANEEREREN.

76 Matter energy is being destroyed. :02

VI E B A Ko

77 And that can't happen. .01



AT RER A

78 Everything the man in Flatland thinks to be true scientifically - isn't true. :06
AAELEF T R R ASER T A FEBREEERAEN AR R LK,

79 Now as the story develops the man in Flatland starts to talk to the sphere. :04
DESWHERIRE, AETE PR AFFHRBRYLE .

80 And he says to the sphere, "Tell me, what is it like to be a sphere?" :04
foxsEkif: “EHFRE, BHHA4? 7

81 Now, the sphere thinks he knows how to do this. :02

WTE, MIREFMEELMT .

82 So he says to the man in Flatland, "All right, here's what I want you to do. :03
EX AL EERMAR: ‘B, KRR REEREMN.

83 I want you to draw a circle on your floor." :02.5

AR VRAE R 0 AR i — A [ B~

84 That's not easy. :01

HAE S5 -

85 oh, it is to you and I. We can take a piece of paper and just go like this. :05.5
B, WRIMRBAKRY, BATATLAEKREK, R

86 But to the man who lives in Flatland a circle is a constantly curving line that comes
back where it starts and he can never see a whole circle at one time. :13

M TEFETFHENAKRE, —NEBR—I—ET ML, B2EHL FEM
MR—T R~ FERE K B .

87 He can only see half a circle. :02
b LEEEE .

88 The half on his side. :01
s B DXL K FH .

89 The only way that he could see a whole circle would be to be in the middle of
it...where the dot is. :08

fEikfb A BRI B A ME — B IR RAE T R, A AL E.

90 But if he ever got in the middle of the circle, he could never get out. :03



(ERUE Sk AN ] i e ST o6 N g

91 People in Flatland commit suicide by drawing circles around themselves they cannot
get out of. 09.5

FHENAMIERNNG, B EBEESEOIES, BIIReHE.,
92 It's dangerous to draw the circle. Takes him hours. :03.5

) 5 P AR B R, EIEARR K i 1a]

93 But finally the circle is drawn. :02.5

5 A 3] o T o

94 And the sphere says, "Boy I sure am glad you finally got that drawn. :05
ARERYL: “tkit, BEBEREXERBET.,

95 Now here's what I want you to do. :02

DUE AR AR AR 8,

96 I want you to rotate the circle." :03

BA R IERE XA R P

97 See what he's thinking is that the man in Flatland can take the circle and go like
this. :04.5

BAEMIEE AR A ETE T B ARSI E B S 25,
98 If you take a circle and go like this, what do you get? :02.5
MBRE—NEE SRS, BAREBEHA?

99 You get a sphere, don't you? :01.5

AR T —AEK, 3tg?

100 Well, the man in Flatland takes the circle and he goes like this. :03
W, MEFEFHREMAN, EXAE B,

101 And the sphere says, "No, no, no, no, go the other way." :04 .
AERBE: “B, B, B, X7

102 So he goes like this. :01

Bt LU ZX Al

103 And the sphere says, "No go the third way." :03



AERSW: AN, WEB=MriE.”

104 And the poor guy in Flatland says, -You idiot! There is no third way!- :06
AR FEEAR: FRXMUK! BFE=FE!

105 Because in Flatland there isn't, is there? :02

FOAEPHERIERE, WHE?

106 The only thing the man in Flatland can understand :03.5
FEALER,

107 is the two dimensional world in which he lives. :02
RAAETER 4t A

08 He is completely and totally unable to truly understand the sphere. :05
fit e 2 REM EIE BRI

109 The only thing he can understand is the way the sphere manifests itself to him in his
own dimension. :07

AR BERS B 5 A R ARER BR A b A 7EML B R4 E .

110 How why have I told you that little story? :02

At 2R EVRIRITXAN D ik 2

111 And why did Edwin Abbot write it? :03

4t Edwin Abbot fIFEE ?

112 Because, ladies and gentlemen, you are the man in Flatland. :05.5
B, A7, AN, AT RABRAEFEEMA.

113 And God is the sphere. :03

ERHEIA K,

114 I am not talking to you in these lectures about a god who is made of silver and stone
and gold. :08.5

ARAENPHEE, ARIEERE—IAR. A%, &THEH LS.
115 I am not talking about a god that is crafted by art and man. :04
RIEARKAR —MEERMAREMER L.

116 That's an ignorant idea. :01.5



BRI BEAREZ.
117 That is also a quote of the Bible in Acts 17. :03
MR (E2) B (HLETHE) Bl K.
118 I'm talking about a god that is so superior to us, :03.5
BRI — MU T RATN L35 .
119 A god who exists in so much higher a dimension than do we, :04.5
— A HFETHRITEWEERN L%,
120 a god who, according to Genesis 1:1, :02.5
W (BIHL) B—FHE—, LFHR,
121 touched our little Flatland :02
MR BATTH /N
122 and created matter out of nothing. :03.5
i HNEEHAE T Y.
123 The process of Genesis 1:1 :03.5
(atheg) H—EB— W,
124 is what you see on the screen. :01.5
RARIE 3 LB 2.
125 The interesting thing is :01.5
HBRFR,
126 that the Bible has always described God that way. :04
(X)) BEME/E LFH.
127 Have you ever noticed how the Bible defines God? :02
RERT (EZ) Bag X EFHK?
128 The Bible says things like God is love. :02
(X)) HLEWHRERE.
129 The Bible says things like God is light. :02
(X%) i LHRER .
130 Jesus said, "God is a spirit. -:02



ERERE: “ LR R R,
131 And they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. :04.5
M SFR A AE R A K IEHEFE.
132 Jesus said blessed art thou Simon Barjona. :02.5
HR 6K i 2 Z A48 IR Simon Barjona.
133 For flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee. :04
A WAL AR AR & 23
134 Flesh and blood did not do it. :01.5
P B XA Ao
135 But my father who is in heaven." :02
HEHREER LK.
136 You can’t read the Bible and still believe that that God is an old man in the sky. :04
WAR—IA%E] (XL, —UHFELERE-NMERLIZA,
137 Someone might say, well the Bible talks about the face of God. :04
BATRRUN, (ELR) iR T Lwk.
138 The Bible talks about the hand of God. :02.5
(X)) RHBBERLEFHF.
139 That only happens when the Bible explains how God acts with man. :04
BOUURAELEY (EL) MR LF N AMATEIRIR X,
140 That is to help us understand. :02.5
WARAT HEHRATEM
141. But every time the Bible defines God, :03.5
B (FL) g X LW,
.42 There are no human, :01 .I
wHN,
143 there are no physical :01.5
BHEYR.

144 characteristics at all. :01



FEHFAE .
145 In science we find the very same thing is true. :03
R, BATHR IR LIRABLIR S

146 On the screen right now you see a description of how we know there are things
called electrons. :06

AR L, RIMNBBN— AN HERNEE R BT RFEE.
147 Electrons make televisions work. :02

LT PR AL T4

148 They are the starting point for all of electricity. :02.5
EAIRFARREITSE A .

149 How do we know that electrons exist? :02.

BAVE 2 5iE T HIAFAE?

150 We cannot see them. We cannot smell them. We cannot taste them. We cannot hear
them. :05

BMBEAREAN. BABEAZEN]. BATARZIENT. RITAEITEIEA]
151 We do not perceive them through our senses. :02.5

BB RATHIRE BAEN

152 We understand them through their properties. :03.5

BATEL EMIHEFREEEA].

153 If you'll look at the chart you will remember your early school experience. :04
IMRFEXER, FESERBEREERNET.

154 You take fur and rub it on a comb or a piece of plastic, :05
RE—RERLIE R TEE — B8 LEE,

155 And it will pick up little bits of paper. :01.5

EARRTIE— 4.

156 You rub your feet across the rug and touch your finger to someone, :04 "
RAIREBITE SO ES L EEE, SRE RIVRIFIa s ml o fb A,

157 and a spark jumps. :01



MEH KBS
158 We know about electrons, :02
BATMIERITA X T HRTH,

159 This knowledge allows televisions, and radios, and all the beautiful things we have in
modern technology. :09

RERER AN T B U RBRATFTH MR R FH TR
160 We have them because we understand electrons through their properties. :05.5
BAVBRBEMIEABINTEL EMIRFAE, E8 T BT

161 What are these? :01

XHRAA?

162 They are properties of God. 01

X R b R .

163 Like electrons, we understand God through his properties. :05
ZRT R, FATHE S A AR SR B AR A

164 Let me give you another example. :02

R RS —AB T

165 Can you tell me what time is? :02

IREERS & VRN IR B A A0 ?

166 You cannot see time. :01.5

YR A LB 18] .

167 You cannot smell time. :01

Vi B AN 2 I 18]

168 You cannot hear time. :01

YRUF A BB TA]

169 You cannot taste time. :01'

REA BN E].

170 You cannot feel time. :01

PRAN RS BE e 8] o



171 What is time? :00.5

LIP3 )

172 Do you believe in time? :01

YRARAR I () 2

173 You see, you cannot define time because time is fourth dimensional. :04.5
UR%E, VRANRERE SCRFIR], DRk e a) 2 25 DO 4% .

174 You are a three dimensional being. :02.5

RE—N=4%.

175 How do we understand time? :01.5

TR B2 ENE I [A] Y 2

76 Through its properties. :01

B e KR .

177 It's interesting to realize that in science today we do experiments like this. :04.5
ERERSR, BAVBOXRER LR RN, BEEEBK.

178 The equation that you see on the screen is an equation that Albert Einstein gave us to
describe the nature of time. :07

TRAE A _E& IR 77 R 2R 3 B T30 48t (O i ) ) J A 7 AR
179 It tells us that time can change. :03

EEFRRN, A5,

180 Time is not the same for everyone. :02

B ) X A A #R—HE )

181 It tells us that time is the kind of thing the Bible says it is. 4
EEFEN, HEE (E2) HKIHE.

182 In 2nd Peter 3 and verse 8, the Bible says, "Beloved be not ignorant of this one
thing, :09.5

EAEBZH) B=EE Y, (XL H: “WEEAMEXANERE,
183 that a day is unto the Lord as 1,000 years and 1,000 years as one day." :06
EHm—RRBANR—TE, ANETERSLEFH—K.



184 God sees time the way you see this stand. You can see the beginning of it. You can
see the end of it. You can reach out and touch it any place you want. :08

LHEME, RERMNBENET. FKATUEBIERREN, FATUEIERER
¥wo ARAT ABE A B AT RAE R TT

185 The Bible says that's the way time is. :02

(L) BB ENEEET.

186 And Albert Einstein has proven that that's the way time is. :03
ERIECKEAT, HESERNEET .

187 The equation says that as your velocity changes, your reference of time changes. :06
MR, BIRKEEZACR, VREPRAER ] B .

188 Time is not the same for everyone. :01.5

i XN A RA— R

189 But there's another way that you can check the Bible to see if the Bible understands
the true nature of God and the relationship of the creation. :09

BH I —ATINE, IRATLAEST (EL), BERT (F£4) HB LW ESERFELL
RAIERIRER.

190 It's called general relativity. :01.5
IXHERR A AR

191 Suppose that I had a magic wand and I could wave the magic wand and stop
time. :07

WA —AREARRE, RATLIESEREAREZEIERNE,

192 Think what you could do. :01

REARGR AT LABAT 4

193 You could get in your automobile and drive all across the country--now. :06.5
TRETDAEARVRE R, Bl BAER, HE.

194 You could get in an airplane and you could fly to far distant lands, and you would be
here and you would be there and you'd be both places--now. :09.5

YRATLASR KA, TEERS ®AT. RATLUXE, FTRAIRE, WrTLAZERNHTT .
95 If you could stop time, you could be everywhere. Now. :04.5
IR IR LB (8], RATLAZEAEfTH#TT . BRAE.



196 We say this in our everyday life. We say, "If only I had time, I would do..." :08
EREBRNMAEFREME—R. BAT: “WMBERENE, RE......”
197 What are we doing? Something in space. :04
BMEEMA 42 TP HERE.
198 Time and space and inseparably linked. :03
Fef ) A1 25 [ 2 25 AN B] 43+
199 Listen to what the Bible says. :02
Wi (X&) BREAUM.
200 As God talks about himself and time and space. :05.5
HEFREML B, B E) R A e,
201 Jeremiah 23 verses 23 and 24. :03

CHRFIKH) 3823 2|58 23 fn 24 ¥,

202 God says, "Am I a God near at hand, and not a God afar off, says the lord. Do I not
fill heaven and earth say the Lord." : 15

bR “RAEIRATH LW, AT HFM LR, FXEER. RAEARH, IR, ”
203 What's he saying? :00.5
eVt 42

204 God is here. He's on the other side of the country. He's on the moon. God fills all of
space. Now. :11.5

EHEXE., ERRNS—L. MEARL. LHEWTEEE. BT,

205 And Einstein says yes, yes, a god unlimited in time must be unlimited in space. :08
EREARER, B8, — N EWERBERELERE, &SRB RTRI.
206 Because time and space are inseparably linked. :04

DR Ay B ) 2 ] R AN VT 43 B 4

207 It would have been so easy for the Bible writers to have messed this up, :05

X (EE) BRI, BABHRE.

208 And they didn't make any mistakes. :02.5

{EAATR B EMTEEIR.



209 You can intelligently and logically and reasonably believe :06
PRE] LR R, IR AR R S R AHAE
210 Everything the Bible says. :02
(X£) BBFAKFE.
211 In Acts 17 beginning with verse 22, :02.5
fE (EREITE) 58 17 EIFRBIE 22 ¥,
212 The apostle Paul spoke to the well educated of his day, :03
fFRER D X AL 25 RAFHH I
213 And he told them about God. :01.5
fib X fA TS 7
214 And he said for in him we live and move and have our being. :05.5
XU IRAIH LN, BRIMBAIRIFTE .
15 Is that your concept of God? 01.5
ABRARE LA
216 I'm not asking you, “Do you believe in God?" :02
RARERMRN, “fRifE LHg? 7

217 Whether you believe or whether you don't believe, is the God that you understand the
God in whom you live and move and have your being? :11

RFRARGE, RFRAHGE, BAMRERR EF RPN RIVEER S L2
218 Or is it something you created in your own image after your own likeness? :05
B B RLIBIRK EN R AR B SRR GIER B ?

119 In our next discussion we want to talk a little more about that. :0J
FET—ited, RIERKEL XTI HKIER.

220 What does it mean to say that I am created in the image of God? :03.5
HERMOEE LR ERFARTR?

221 And how does that relate to questions of the kind we have been discussing? :04
MABATHEH BT ARR?

222 I've really pushed you to think in this discussion. :02.5



REMERITAARZRAITE .

223 Thinking is good. :01

BE R,

224 1t is important to know why you believe what you believe. :03.5

B AT AARGEREEG 2 RBREEN.

225 And I hope you will continue in our discussion, :02

A EIRNGES IBRATRITTHE

226 As we look on what our relationship is and how we know the Bible is right, :05.5
HEMUBRITIRRRA 4, MBAVE25ME (L) RIEHK.
227 In its discussion of how we were created. :02.5
WRRINREABEIER.

228 I hope you'll be with us in our next discussion. :02

RABHAIARATE T KIFRE.



